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If comparisons are of any assistance, It may be useful to recall the fact that though some of the English towns had shown evidences of a vigorous municipal life in the Middle Ages, a long period of decay had followed. Most of the present forms of municipal activity In England have been created since the Reform of 1885. Prior to that a detailed enquiry into municipal life was instituted by means of a Commission whose conclusions form a scathing indictment of the depths to which English municipal institutions had fallen before the Reform, A perusal of these conclusions should at least save us from undue impatience or despondency with regard to the young nurslings in India.
" The Municipal Corporations were/' according to Sir Somers Vine,1 "for the most part In the hands of narrow and self-elected cliques,, who administered local affairs for their own advantage rather than for that of the borough; the Inhabitants were practically deprived of all power of local self-government, and were ruled by those whom they had not chosen, and in whom they had no confidence; the corporate funds were wasted; the Interests and the Improvements of towns were not cared for; the local courts were too often corrupted by party Influence, and failed to render Impartial justice; and municipal institutions, instead of strengthening and supporting the political framework of the country, were a source of weakness and a fertile cause of discontent."
1 As quoted at p. 750 of the (Jounty Cowmls, Municipal Corpora* tions, and Local Authorities Companion 1906. Published by Kelly's Directories, Limited, London,